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Dear Rajpruek Members,

“Sports make the people. The people make
the nation”

| greet you in this issue with a quote from His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej as this issue is
made specially to commemorate the death of His
Majesty the King. This issue of Rajpreuk documents
our memories of His Majesty’s kindness and his
activities throughout the 70 years of his reign

Apart from hundreds of projects initiated by His
Majesty in order to help improve the quality of life
for Thai people, we also present many sides of our
beloved King such as his favourite food, menus
initiated by His Majesty, his cars, the books he
wrote, his visits to other countries, his medical
volunteer projects, etc. Our feature story presents
His Majesty as the role model for Thai men. We also
speak to sportsmen who were fortunate enough to
have served His Majesty the King through.
Rajpreuk was given an opportunity to interview Mr
Thirachai Vutithum, Chairman of Sports Sub-
Committee and Professor Charoen Wattanasin who
will be sharing little known stories bout His Majesty
the King.

| hope that every story told in our magazine will
inspire you to follow in the footsteps of His Majesty
the King.

In Remembrance of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyade;..

’ﬁ’%
=

Sincerely yours,
Thalerngchai Suwannamai
General Manager
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The King i my Memory

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
was a true Renaissance Man whose talent
also included sports. His Majesty knew
that sports would be beneficial for his
subjects and the country, therefore he
had given supports to various sport
associations and became one of the
driving forces behind the success of many
athletes throughout his reign.

In this issue Rajpruek is given an
opportunity to speak to two of the most
important figures in Thailand sport
community who had worked for His
Majesty the King for many years. They will
share with us their experiences and fond
memories of His Majesty the King.

Mr. Tirachai Vutithum
Chaiman of Sports Sub-Committee
of Rajpruek Club

He has worked in sport for over 3 decades.
He shares with us his memories of serving His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej through
sports.

The King of Sportsmen

When | was Deputy Governor of Bangkok,
| worked on many projects that were initiated
by His Majesty the King such as using sport
to improve and encourage the advancement
children as well as working to make sure that
the city was running smoothly. My experiences

working for His Majesty, especially in sport
inspired me greatly. His Majesty gave
supports to all kinds of sports. He had given
a scholarship from his personal expenses to
young snooker player Noppadol Sangnil who
later became Thailand’s one and only
professional snooker player to ever receive
supports for the Challenger Tourin 2003 from
His Majesty the King. His Majesty attended
many sporting events even student
competitions. Once His Majesty was late
attending Pone Kingpetch’s boxing match.
His Majesty arrived after Round 5 or 6, Pone
was losing but once his helper told him, “The
King is here,” Pone turned the game around.
Somrak Khamsing was another boxer who
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had an opportunity to meet His Majesty. When
Somrak won the Olympic gold medal, His
Majesty asked Somrak to come to the Palace
to congratulate him. Somrak gave his gold
medal to His Majesty. It was the first time the
Olympic had to make another medal for
athletes. After that many athletes did the same.
His Majesty would take the medals and put
them back on the winners’ neck. When Thailand’
football team went to the final with Malaysia at
the Suzuki Cup in 2014, TheThai team were
three goals behind. His Majesty asked his
assistant to call and wish the players luck. He
told them not to lose hope and that he was
watching and rooting for them to win. The team
were suddenly courageous and finally won the
match 4-3.

His Majesty was a role model for sportsmen.
He was a gold medalist. His vision, “Sports
make the people. The people make the nation,”
was the phrase all Thai athletes would never
forget. His Majesty had inspired me so much
that | vow to served him and his vision. | want
to encourage honour and order in sports. In the
time that our country is flled with unresolved
conflicts, we all should learn to have
sportsmanship. If you listen closely the phrase
“Sports make the people. The people make the
nation,” has a deeper meaning. | want to
continue what His Majesty had stared, use sport
to improve and develop our youths.

As someone who has been working in the
community for years, | have never heard of any
King from any country who were so close to his
athletes. He paid attentions to the needs of the
athletes. When invited to give medals and trophy
to winning athletes His Majesty also gave
encouragementto the athletes. Once His Majesty
went and watched Chatchai Kaewnoi's boxing
match, Thailand’s second world champion, after
the match Chatchai came overto pay his respect,
His Majesty would ask about his feeling. It was
something he did not need to do but did out of
his kindness and caring nature. When His Majesty
found out Chatchai was having a baby girl, he
kindly named the baby for him.

A role model at work.

His Majesty was a role model for me in
many ways. During his reign he initiated over
4,000 projects and visited his people all over
the country. His Majesty would oversee all
the projects himself and paid attention to
even the smallest details. Not only in work,
His Majesty was also a role model in our
everyday life. His geniuses was unmatched,
he was talented at sport and music. He
invented artificial rain and design the Kaem
Ling Model to control the flood. Although
always hard at work, His Majesty knew when
and how to relax. Composing music was one
of the ways His Majesty used to relax.
Although he was a King his daily life was
simple. He was kind to his people and to the
animals. When | start working as Rajpruek’s
Chaiman of Sports Sub-Committee, | made a
point to get hands on in every detail, attend
every meeting and follow up on progresses.
| worked with many parties to solve problem
and improve the quality of Rajpruek Club for
our members. Back then there weren't as
many clubs here now we have 12 clubs for
various sports.

We work hard to keep moving forward.
We hold snooker, football as well as
badminton Inter-Club competitions. We also
invite leading teams in the country to play
with us. Our club is also the practice facility
for our country’s national teams. Rajpruek
also holds Youth Athletes Clinic, inviting
national team players to give advices. We
aim to help people and the society and we
will keep doing them. | encourage our clubs
to interact with other sport associations and
encourage the club presidents to sign up for
management positions in outside sport
associations as well. Together we can
improve the clubs at Rajpruek.

One of our key events at Rajpruek is the
May 5th, 5K Micro-Marathon, held every in
the honour of His Majesty the King. The
marathon was ranked second as the best
marathon for two year straight.

Continuing in his foot steps

What!have always tried to do is to encourage
our youths to play and love sports both Deputy
Governor or as Board of Management of many
sport association. | want our athletes to start
young and have the best supports they can get.
| initiated projects such as the sport clinics,
scholarship for underprivileged athletes. These
projects followed His Majesty’s lead. We once
held an essay writing competition on the subject
of His Majesty’s words, “Sports make the
people. The people make the nation.” The
competition aimed to encourage the realisation
that sportsmanship can lead to peace and
harmony. When Team Thai won the recent
football match, we all so how well they worked
together and how much they rooted for one
another to score. Sport teaches you to be a
graceful loser and a gracious winner.

His Majesty once said that “Sport is an
important thing for the nation.” He explained
that playing sport give people the much needed
exercise. Exercise is good for your health. It is
something worth investing in for the long run.

I want us all to look at His Majesty as the role
model in every aspect of life. His Majesty is a
determined person who worked hard towards
his goal. He trained for hours every day for his
sailing competition. He started in 1965 and
only won in 1967 but he never gave up for not
winning right away. We all should see His
Majesty as an example of ambition and hard
work. He could have just sat back and had fun.
He did not need to train or compete but he
wanted his action to be a good example for his
people. He wanted us to see that problems
were there to be overcome and that there were
no easy victory. Even the King had to work for
his victory.

lalways sing the song ‘Sadudee Maharaja’
with the athletes before every match. The song
make us feel brave and that His Majesty is with
us. His Majesty had giving us and the sport
community more that any of us can ever repay.
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Professor Charoen Wattanasin
is a former president of The Badminton
Association of Thailand Under Royal
Patronage of His Majesty the King,

Vice President of the National Olympic
Committee of Thailand and the lifelong
honorary vice president of the International
Badminton Federation. Prof. Charoen was
Thailand’s first world ranking badminton player
and he was also given a scholarship by His
Majesty from his own personal expense to
study in England. Here is the story of a student
and badminton player from Chiangmai who
was giving a scholarship by His Majesty the
King. The student later became one of the
hardest working men in Thailand’s badminton
society. His success was owed to His
Majesty’s kindness.

From a young badminton player to
an Olympian

Young Charoen Wattanasin started playing
badminton much older than most player in the
national team. He stated seriously playing
badminton at 14 years old. After a few years of
competing, Charoen became the Champion in
the Northern region of the country in every
competition. At 18 years old, he was given an
opportunity to train at Khun Luang Thammanoon
Vhudikorn (Prawat Pattaphong)’s Phrom Phong
Court, under the care of Mrs Ouyporn
Pattaphong at Unity Club.

Charoen arrived in Bangkok for the first time
in October 1955. He found out early that he had
been hitting his backhands incorrectly. After a
few weeks of intense practice, his improvement
was apparent. He became one of Unity Club
representatives and won the country’s
championship after three months of practice.
Charoen won in several competitions and
became one of the final four players in the
general round which the winner would have the
chance to receive the trophy from His Majesty
the King. Although a young player with very little
experience, Charoen managed to overpower
many national team players. The Thai badminton
team always lost to the Indiana team at Thomas
Cup until the year 1957 where Team Thai won

the match 8-1. “I won four points myself, two in
double and two in single. | was unbeatable that
year. We were able to beat the Indian team even
though their players were ranked sixth or
seventh in the world at the time,” Charoen
proudly recounted the story

Afterwards the Thai Thomas Cup team went
on to beat Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Japan. It
became the champion of Asia for the firs time
and went to the final round of the Inter Zone
competition in Singapore where the Thai team
won the USA team but lost to Indonesia. One
week after, Charoen, an unseeded player was
not ranked at the 1958 All-Malayan
Championship. He beat Danish Finn Kobberg,
then World No. 1, in the first round and went on
to beat many more players from the Malaysia
team and the former champ USA team. Charoen
went to the final, beat The Kew San from
Malaysia and became the All-Malayan Single
Champion as well as the Double champion with
Kamol Suthivanich. Charoen remembered
David Bloomer, the Vice President of the IBF

came over to shook his hand and said, “See
you at the All-England in March, next Year.” He
was very excited at the prospect of going to the
All-England as it was the equivalent of the World
Championship for Badminton. One week after
the All-Malayan, Charoen became the winner
of the Selangor Gold Cup in the single category.
Within only one month, Charoen single handedly
brought Thailand into the world ranking chart.

“His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej,” The King behind the
success of badminton in Thailand.

Charoen recounted the success of
badminton in Thailand to us. “Apart from Khun
Luang Thammanoon Vhudikorn who put the
players on intense training, His Majesty the
King was another driving force behind the
success of badminton in the country from the
very beginning. His Majesty said at several
occasions that, ‘Badminton is one of the sports
that Thai people have the chance to do well
in the world stage if it has been well promoted.
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As the sport does not require you to be
physically well built, Thais are not of the
disadvantage. It also takes wits and rapid
movement which can be trained.’ It can be
said that the success of badminton in the
country is the result of His Majesty’s vision. In
the early stage of the sport becoming more
popular in Thailand, the government did not
have the budget or policy to support sports
but His Majesty’s interest in badminton
encouraged the private sector to take interest
in supporting the sport as well. His Majesty
was also the greatest moral support for the
Thai team. He often attended their
competitions. Singapore’s The Straits Times
once wrote an article about Thailand’s
success in the world stage that, “Siam has a
secret weapon. Their secret weapon is His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej.” This is not
an overstatement. His Majesty was an
inspiration for badminton athletes during that
time. Our morning training and physical
trading include a run from Phrom Pong to Pak
Nam. It was exhausting but when we thought
of competing in front of His Majesty, none of
us wanted to disappoint him and we all did
our best to perform.

“His Majesty would attend every match
and sometimes Her Majesty would also
accompany him. He once commented to the
press that, “The Thai team plays very well and
they are fun to watch.”

A scholarship from His Majesty and
an advice “Go and se how they live
so you can come back and improve
ours”

His Majesty’s advice to Charoen was a
guiding principal in his life. During his first few
months in England, Charoen was stressful, he
had to work hard on his study. His athletic
discipline helped him stayed focused while
His Majesty words, “If time allows, try to keep
on playing badminton. Don'’t give up on the
thing you do very well,” reminded him of his
goal. Charoen chose to study in Liverpool
because there were many badminton players
there whom he could practice with. “I didn’t
fully realise what His Majesty meant back then.
Later it hit me that His Majesty was a genius.

Now that | was based in Europe, | had more
opportunity to garner more success for
Thailand. Every September to March was
badminton season in Europe when there are
weekly competitions. | competed in most of
them and won in more that 10 counties.
After | graduated and came back to
Thailand, His Majesty said to me, “You do not
need to be a civil servant to serve the country.
Use what you studied and your experience to
benefits your work and others.” His Majesty
also said, ‘You studied Management, use the
knowledge to manage our badminton

community.” This is the reason why Charoen
has always been involved in badminton over
the past six decades. He has served the
community without any official title. Always
happy to help out when it comes to badminton.
In 1947 The Badminton Association of
Thailand Under Royal Patronage of His
Majesty the King, sent him to the International
Badminton Federation Summit and he was
named one of the committees. Charoen
worked for the IBF for 31 years before being
name Vice President of the Federation. He
was one the committees who held many
competitions. In 2000, Charoen was honoured
inthe IBF’s Hall of Fame. He is the only person
from Thailand to have received this honour.
In 2005, Charoen was elected the lifelong
honorary vice president of the International
Badminton Federation. He credited His
Majesty the King as the person behind his
success. “Without his Majesty the King, none
of this would have been possible.”

A life of serving His Majesty

“It can be intimidating serving His Majesty
but over time the stress and nervousness
subsided. His Majesty led a very simple life.
Lunch after practice would be from one of the
noodle vendors. His Majesty would eat with
us. He preferred bean sprouts so much. His
Majesty was also skilled at badminton himself.
He only had problems with his backhands
which were not as powerful. His Majesty’s
overhead shots were well executed. When
playing with His Majesty we often did three
players a side. His Majesty preferred to stand
in the back. Most of us were afraid to be too

rough in the beginning but once it was clear
that His Majesty could respond well to
powerful smash shots the games became
much more fun. His Majesty was very happy
practicing with us. He was rather skilled to
begin with so we weren't really required to
guide him to much. His Majesty was very
patient and understanding. Most players get
angry when their double partner miss a shot
but His Majesty never got upset.”

His Majesty once asked Charoen about
his most formidable opponents in international
competitions. Charoen explained that there
were several players from Indonesia and
Denmark such as Erland Kops who had a
powerful smash shots. Charoen thought that
His Majesty was just making a casual
conversation but several days later, His
Majesty gave Charoen a serious advice about
Kops'’s smash shot. He advised that Charoen
should try and force Kops to come closer to
the net and avoid giving him the chance to
come back with one of his powerful smash
shots. His Majesty’s advice was the same as
the tactic Charoen used when playing with
Kops. This showed that His Majesty paid close
attention to badminton and understood the
sport on a deeper level.

Following in His Majesty’s footsteps.

Charoen Wattanasin added that, “I've lived
my whole life following in the footsteps of His
Majesty. When | was elected President of The
Badminton Association of Thailand, | tried to
managed the Association according to His
Majesty’s teachings.” His Majesty once
said,“Our country has both good and bad
people. It is impossible to make everyone
virtuous. But we need to encourage those who
are good. Letthem govern and keep those who
are bad under control.” For Charoen, It is
important to educate the younger generations
of His Majesty’s teachings especially on
courage, patient and discipline. “Discipline is
easier said than done. Discipline for me also
comes with being conscientious. One needs to
be responsible and reasonable. Those who are
reasonable will be consistent and those who
are consistent are reliable and dependable for
their family, community and country.”
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It cannot be disputed that His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej was and still is
always in our heart. Over the years of his
reign, His Majesty has become the role
model for all Thais in many aspects,
especially for Thai men. We are very
fortunate to have had such an exemplary
King whose footsteps we will do well to
follow. Whether you are single and
eligible young men or a father and head
of the household, His Majesty’s actions
can be examples for all of you.

Not only do we all, at one point or another,
own and display pictures of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, items in our house can
also be reminders of his generosity and
greatness. For example, we all dress
properly to go to work every morning, some
may own countless amount of suits and
some own one very well tailored one. His

Majesty normally wore his jackets and
trousers for up to 12 years, Some were
repeatedly mended by his trusted tailor.
‘Style’ was not something he neglected.
choosing contemporary, timeless pieces
such as a traditional British-style tailored
suit, His Majesty was able to ensure that he
could get maximum wear out of his clothing
items

During the period of his reign when His
Majesty travelled often to remote areas in the
country, he made sure to wear suitable,
comfortable shoes that will allow him to be
able to work and walked to his subjects
easily. Common sneakers brands such as
Onitsuka Tiger, Converse’s Jack Purcell,
New Balance, etc, whew some the shoes His
Majesty had chosen. Quality, design, as well
as reasonable prices were the criteria for
how His Majesty picked his shoes. Moreover,
His Majesty took good care of his own shoes
so that he could wear them for many years.
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Once you are dressed and ready to leave
for work, be ready to spend your hard-
earned money on different things from food,
gas and other expenses. Do you know that
by being frugal with your spendings, you will
be able to save a lot more money? His
Majesty is a role model in this as well. He
would use his toothpaste to the very last
drop. The man who ruled the whole country
once put money in his piggybank every day.
His discipline with himself has later been
developed into his famous sufficiency
economy policy.

His Majesty is also known for this
craftsmanship. He is skilled in many
expertise such as radio receiver and sailboat
building. He would also repair and maintain
his own equipments. These are one of the
most desirable qualities women look for in
their future husband. All men will do well to
follow His Majesty’s lead
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Moreover, His Majesty was one of the
greatest romantic souls. Not only did he paint
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit's portrait, he was also
not afraid to show his affection. Back when both
were starting to get to know one another and
was living in different countries, His Majesty
would asked his close friend Prince
Chakrabandh Pensiri to write the lyrics to the
songs he composed to express his feeling for
Her Majesty such as Teva Pa Khoo Fun and
Arthit Up Sang. This romantic way of showing
affection will surely win the heart of every girl.

Leading by example is the most effective
way to teach your children or those under your
command. When their children were little, He
and Her Majesty would travel with all of them
to remote areas. On these trips he would
teach his children to be kind and to do their
best to help the people by showing his
children how he would help. His actions were
also excellent examples for all of us to follow.
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A roval visit 1o 31 countries and one city state
His Majesty the King's
diplomaitic duties



It seems that ‘travelling’ is a duty
that took up most of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej’s life. He was
born at Mount Auburn Hospital in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA and
spent his early years studying in
Lausanne, Switzerland before moving
back to Thailand when he ascended
the throne as King Rama IV in 1946. As
King, His Majesty still kept up with his
travelling around the globe. However,
those trips are now a royal duties with
diplomatic purposes. These royal
visits helped shine the spotlight on
Thailand. Here are some of the
countries His Majesty the King visited.

Vietnam, Indonesian and Myanmar

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
visited Vietnam on 18-21 December 1959.
He was greeted by citizens and students of
the country, waving the flags of both
countries. He then visited Indonesia and
Myanmar in February and March 1960.
These 3 countries were the first Southeast
Asian nations His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej chose to strengthened diplomatic
ties with.

One month in The United States.
The second half of 1960, were the period
when the people of the United States and
other European nation had the opportunity to
meet Thailand’s greatest King. His Majesty
spent one month in America from 14 June - 15
July visited many states and cities such as Los

Angeles, Pittsburgh  Pennsylvania, and
Washington DC. A joint statement between
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and
President Dwight Eisenhower stated that the
visit had demonstrated strong alliances
between Thailand, the US and SEATO as well
as highlighted the importance of a joint
national security policies in order to protect
the free world from undemocratic influences.
In addition, Hawaii's Honolulu Star Bulletin
also reported that His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit were
one of the most visionary Kings and Queens in
the fast changing world.

13 Countries and 1 city state in Europe

During 19 - 23 July 1960, His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej visited England with
Her Majesty Queen Sirikit and was presented
with the Royal Victoria Chain by Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il. His Majesty said at the

British Parliament that The United Kingdom
“was the most important stronghold for
freedom and democracy.” He also wrote to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il that he was
touched by the friendliness of the people of
England. The visit to England had
strengthened the bonds between the both
countries. During the European Visit His
Majesty also visited Germany, Portugal,
Switzerland, Denmark, Norway, etc. He ended
the last leg of his extended trip visiting Spain.

Pakistan, Malaya, Iran and Canada

In 1962 and 1963 His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej visited many other
countries such as Pakistan, Malaya, Australia
and Austria Canada etc.,. Canada was his
last royal visit. His Majesty the King did not
visit other countries after that as he felt that
his duties to the wellbeing of his subjects
were even more important and there were
much to be done. Thai people in remote
areas were then given opportunities to meet
our greatest King. These visits helped
informed him of the needs of Thai people in
different areas which resulted in many
beneficial projects that improved the quality
of life for all Thais.
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